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distINKED hires artist who creates semi-permanent ink
by Lydia Barnett

     distINKED is proud to announce 
another addition to its team. The shop has 
hired Shane “Needles” Thompson as a 
new tattoo artist.
      Thompson is famous for his invention 
of semi-permanent tattoo ink, which 
lasts for only a couple of years. He has 
been a featured guest on “The View” 
for his invention and has received high 
recognition from many tattoo artists. His 
inspiration for this new type of ink came 
from his niece.
     “She said that she wanted a tattoo but 
was disgusted at the thought of old people 
having tattoos,” Thompson says. “So I 
thought that maybe there could be a type 
of ink that would begin to wear off within 

a couple of years, which will allow people 
choose when they want their tattoo and 
when they want it to go away,” he says. 
Many people have already found it 
beneficial. It's not only good for not 
having a tattoo when you're older, but it's 
also very good for those tattoos you didn't 
know you had. 
     “I have had many people come in 
my shop intoxicated or dragged in by 
a group and getting a tattoo they 
knew they would regret the next day,” 
Thompson says. He uses his special 
ink at times like these where he 
knows the person is not aware of their 
actions. 
     Owner Parker Styles is happy to offer 
something so unique. “We knew that he 
would feel like this is the place to come to 

Shane “Needles” Thompson applies 
new ink to a new cusomer.
for the same reason that I opened my shop 
here,” Parker says. Starkville is a place 
that is becoming open to diverse groups 
of people, and it’s a great place for his 
invention to be truly recognized,” Styles 
says.   

 MSU students 
appreciate 

creative artwork
by Cory Bailey
 Mississippi State University 
is currently the largest university in 
Mississippi and is located in the heart 
of Starkville. With over 19,000 students 
enrolled, MSU students dominate the 
social scene across Starkville. Distinked 
owners realized that Starkville poten-
tially housed students from three public 
colleges: Mississippi State University, 
East Mississippi Community College, 
and the Mississippi University for 
Women. Once Distinked understood 
what demographic it was targeting, it 
made perfect sense for the company to 
locate in Starkville. “The majority of 
Starkville’s population is students which 
generate perfect reasoning for wanting 
to locate in Starkville,” Parker Styles 
says.

by Julie Tigrett

     While living in Los Angeles, distINKED 
owner Parker Styles was influenced daily 
by his surroundings, and it was revealed to 
him that art was a form of self-expression. 
During his high school years, his love for 
expressing oneself through body art formed. 
     “Self expression is telling people a little 
bit about you without speaking,” Styles 
says. 
     He always passed by a local tattoo shop 
on his way to and from school. One day 
he decided to visit the tattoo shop. As he 
watched a tattoo artist give a woman a 
tattoo of a rose, an adrenalin rush 
suddenly came over him.  Styles talked to 
the manager and spent hours just watching 
and talking with people about their tattoos. 
     “I’ll never forget that mid-September 
day when I went into L.A. Ink. It was the 
day I knew what my calling was” Styles 
says.

     After high school, Styles knew he 
wanted to further his education and attend 
college.  Styles looked for a college that 
could teach him business and art.  He 
researched and found that Mississippi 
State University was the perfect place for 
him. 
     MSU was a long way from home, but 
he knew that is where he needed to be to 
excel in business and art.
     After his first two years in school, 
Styles realized Starkville did not have a 
convenient place for people to “express 
themselves through body art.” Styles knew 
his dream would come true. Starkville 
needed a tattoo shop.  
     Starting up any business is difficult, but 
Styles knew his talent and love for 
self-expression would help him succeed 
in making his dream a reality.  

P a r k e r  S t y l e s  t e l l s  h i s  s t o r y
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H o w  t o  a v o i d  a  c o m m o n  t a t t o o  m i s t a k e
by Laura Beth Whitehead

     Starkville native and tattoo enthusiast, 
Carl Jones, vividly remembers getting 
his first tattoo:
     “I was just out of high school and 
madly in love with my girlfriend at the 
time. I wasn’t ready to give her a ring or 
anything, but her birthday was coming 
up and I wanted to give her something 
that would not only impress her, but 
would also show her that she was my girl 
forever. When you’re that young, you 
think it’s the real deal, you know? So, I 
ended up doing the most stereotypical 
thing that everyone warns you not to do,” 
Jones confessed. “I got her name tattooed 
on my chest, right above my heart. We 
broke up six months later.”
     Jones is not the first, nor will he be 
the last, to dedicate part of his body to 
a loved one. Tattoos of an ex-boyfriend 
or ex-girlfriend’s name are actually the 
most common tattoos that people end up 
regretting and getting removed. Laser  
removal is a long and painful process 
(not to mention expensive, too!). 
     distINKED has come up with a 
how-to guide to help you distinguish 
between a tattoo that is right for you and 
a tattoo that could turn into a permanent 
regret or a costly laser removal situation 
in the future.
     The first and most important,     

guideline is to make sure that you are 
getting a tattoo for YOU and not to please 
or impress someone else. After all, it is 
your body, and there will be people you 
will naturally fall in and out of favor with 
during the span of your life. Why waste 
your time and money on the receiving end 
of a needle if you are doing it for someone 
that you might not speak to in a few years?  
The person might have disappeared, but 
that tattoo is not going anywhere anytime 
soon.
     Once you have decided that the pro-
spective tattoo is, indeed, something you 
desire for yourself, the next guideline is to 
sit and think about what exactly it is that 
you want for a good, long while. Avoid 
being impulsive at all costs! Three to six 
months is a good span of time to toss the 
idea back and forth, but six months to a 
year is even better. A person can change 
their mind in the span of a few weeks or 
months, and even more so in a year’s time.  
     Where you put your tattoo is just as 
important as the actual design. Places to 
avoid for women are areas that gravity 
will affect more over a lifetime: breasts, 
hips, the stomach, and the buttocks are all 
areas that will naturally sag as a woman 
gets older. These could stretch, sag or 
distort a tattoo over time. Men that like to 
workout and keep their muscles bulging 
can also fall victim to gravity’s curse. A 
tattoo placed on a ripped bicep will sag 
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if the muscles are not maintained, and a 
tattoo on the bicep of a man who suddenly 
decides to become fit will stretch thinly, 
which will distort the image and fade the 
color.             
     Another thing to consider is when     
deciding where to get a tattoo is your 
career and if your job has rules or 
regulations on visible tattoos. Tattoos can 
be covered up, but it is a time-consuming 
practice to have to do every day, and the 
makeup can be expensive or rub off.  
Ultimately, it comes down to personal 
choice and what you are willing to do to 
cover it up if need be, or how a visible 
tattoo would affect you in your line of 
work.

What: distINKED Promotional Party

Where: Mugshots Sports Bar and Grill

When: Saturday, September 25, 2010 at 7 p.m.

Local band Nash Street is set to play and featured guests such as Mayor Parker Wiseman and head football coach Dan Mullen are 
to make appearances. Mugshots will serve some of their cuisine such has their award winning hamburgers and appetizers. Other 
local sponsors include the MSU Student Association and The Greater Starkville Development Partnership. distINKED will also be 
displaying “tools of the trade” and answering questions to ease concerns and curiosities with the art of tattooing.


