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                MSU STUDENTS HOST NATURAL HAIR CONFERENCE

 STARKVILLE, Miss. – Lydia Barnett and Ashley Everett will host the Missis-

sippi Natural Hair Conference in order to encourage and educate the community about 

natural hair, which is African American hair that has not been chemically altered. 

 The conference will feature educational aspects on different aspects of natural hair 

hairstyle demonstrations from various Mississippi stylists and residents. The event will 

take place April 16 from 10 a.m. -12:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the Peter’s Rock 

Frank Howard, Jr. Activity Center on Martin Luther King drive. 

“Ashley and I are very excited about the opportunity to encourage women with natu-

ral hair in the Starkville and to educate anyone of any culture about natural hair,” said       

Barnett, a graduating senior from Mississippi State University, who is studying to be a 

public relations specialist.

 The idea for the conference came after both when Barnett and Everett individually 

had aspirations of bringing awareness of natural hair to the Starkville community. Barnett 

began to see different natural hair events being posted online in various cities in the U.S.

 “African American women with natural hair have conducted local “meet-n-greets” 

for other naturals to come and share stories, swap hair products, or to just fellowship with 

other naturals. I never heard of one in Mississippi.” said Barnett.

 She wanted to start one of her own, but she wanted it to be more than a “meet-n-

greet.” Around the same time, Everett began to imagine a natural hair conference coming 

to the Starkville area. 
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           “Since I was born with a certain texture of hair, I made the decision of cutting off 

my chemically processed hair and embracing my natural hair. I fell in love with it. I want 

to educate people on the beauty of natural hair,” says Everett. The two came together 

and decided to make their dream a reality. The conference is inviting everyone of every 

culture who is interested in learning more about natural hair. 

 For more information about the event, please contact Lydia Barnett at 

662.722.0458 or LydiaRBS@gmail.com.
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